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Actions Taken (Recommendations going to the State Board of Education at their next regular meeting):

· The ABTEL recommends that the Board of Education waive first review and approve the following ACT scores as a substitute test for Praxis I:

· Prior to April 1, 1995 – a composite score of 21 (concordance with the combined SAT 1000 score), with the ACT mathematics score no less than 21 (concordance with the 510 SAT mathematics score), and an ACT English and Reading score no less than 37 (concordance with the 450 SAT verbal score).

· After April 1, 1995 – a composite score of 24 (concordance with the combined SAT 1100 score), with the ACT mathematics score no less than 22 (concordance with the 530 mathematics score), and an ACT English and Reading score no less than 46 (concordance with the 530 SAT verbal score.

Explanation:  Last year when the SAT was recommended by ABTEL and approved by the Board of Education as a substitute for Praxis I, no action was taken on the widely used ACT.  This action aligns acceptable ACT scores with the SAT scores previously approved as a substitute for Praxis I

· The ABTEL recommends proficiency levels of “Advanced Low” and above for the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) and the Writing Proficiency Test (WPT).

Explanation:  The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Oral Proficiency Interview and the Writing Proficiency Test were approved by the Board of Education in June, 2004, as substitutes for the Modern Language Association (MLA) Proficiency Test for Teachers and Advanced Students because the ACTFL included tests for many more languages than the MLA and was considered a more current test.  At that time a proficiency level of “Advanced Mid” was recommended and approved by the Board of Education.  Since that date, a panel of subject matter experts was invited to participate in a validation and standard-setting study.  The results of that study led to the above recommended score that will replace the current “Advanced Mid” score requirement if approved by the State Board of Education..
· The ABTEL recommends revision of the Praxis I minimum qualifying scores to the following:

· Reading 178 (same as current score)

· Mathematics 175 ( three points less than current score)

· Writing 177 (one point more than current score)

· Composite 530 ( two points less than current score)

Explanation:  On July 22, 2004, Virginia educators reviewed the Praxis I Reading, Writing, and Mathematics tests.  As a result of that review, changes in “cut scores” were recommended to the full ABTEL Board and approved for consideration by the State Board of Education at its next meeting.

· The ABTEL recommends a cut-score for the School Leaders Licensure Assessment (SLLA) of 165.  If approved by the Board of Education, the effective implementation date will be July 1, 2005.
Explanation:  House Bill 573, Effective July 1,2004, requires the Board of Education’s Licensure Regulations for School Personnel to require that, on and after July 1, 2005, initial licensure for principals and other school leaders be contingent upon passage of the SLLA.  On July 21, 2004, the SLLA Score Setting Review Panel convened and developed a recommended cut-score for the SLLA.  That recommended score was approved by ABTEL for recommendation to the Board of Education.

· Virginia Intermont College, Bluefield College and Averet University were recommended for continued program approval.

Selected Ongoing Discussion Items:

· Partnership Agreement between the Board of Education and the Teacher Education Accreditation Council (TEAC);

· Aligning of Virginia’s five-year accreditation cycle with the newly adopted seven-year NCATE cycle;
· Recommendation of a cut score for the Virginia Reading Assessment (effective implementation date July 1, 2006);

· Recommendations for revisions to the Licensure Regulations for School Personnel;

· Recommendations regarding a proposed multi-tiered licensure system for teachers

Next Meeting Date:  November 15, 2004
